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Chair’s Report
This was a busy and successful year, where 
we worked on a number of different 
projects with local schools and also 
continued to further our work with the wider 
community. Our regular projects, Active Local 
Learning, The Children’s Parliament on the 
Environment, School Travel Project and Earls 
Court Project proved to be as popular as ever 
with local schools this year.

We were also pleased to start a new 
Hammersmith and Fulham Mudlarks Project, 
supporting by our local authority, which 
continued into the summer term. The project 
looks at plastic pollution in the River Thames 
and Grand Union Canal, connecting local 
school children with organisations that are 
finding solutions to the problem, so that we 
can work together to improve our waterways.

Our Queen Caroline History Project saw Year 5 children 
from St. Paul’s Primary School, discover all about the history 
of Georgian London and in particular the story of Queen 
Caroline of Brunswick and George IV of England and their 
tempestuous marriage. Queen Caroline was once a local 
resident living at Brandenburg House, near the River Thames, 
and this year marked the 250th anniversary of her birth. The 
children showcased their learning from history workshops 
and river walks with local residents and parents presenting a 
‘Horrible Histories’ style drama performance at Queen Caroline 
Residents’ Hall. Local historian Caroline Macmillan kindly led 
a group of parents and friends on a fascinating history walk of 
the river also.

A project with QPR and Genesis Housing Trust enabled us to 
run a project with Old Oak Primary school, engaging Year 6 
children in the fast pace of change around the Old Oak and 
Park Royal locations. Year 6 found out about the rich history 
of Old Oak and Wormwood Scrubs, making a series of visits 
and were able to meet professionals from QPR and Oaklands 
to discover more about proposed major changes nearby. The 
project finished with a time capsule burial on a new Genesis 
Housing development which held items showing what school 
life is like for children today. 

Our community programme flourished as we spent time with 
north Kensington Families with Nature Discovery Days Out, 
visiting some lovely places to relax and enjoy nature. Our City 
of London project saw us out and about in the city itself with a 

number of keen community groups and west London residents, 
exploring some of its hidden and well- known history. We also 
ventured further afield to Hampstead Heath, Highbury Woods 
and Queens Park where we enjoyed swimming in the ponds, 
tree climbing, bush craft workshops and even some hill rolling!

We worked with residents, both young and older for our Earls 
Court Community Project, making the most of any opportunity 
to get together with friends, find some new places to visit, 
learn new things and share a sociable picnic. We were pleased 
to work with St. Andrew’s Youth Club and the West Kensington 
Seniors on this project.

We were sorry to lose Jan Parnell from the Board of Trustees 
when she became Assistant Director of Education for London 
Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham but of course wish her 
every success with this role. We were also sorry to lose Emily 
Munn, our Education officer, as she decided not to return to 
her role following the birth of her baby son, although she will 
be helping us with some administration work on a freelance 
basis. Next year, we look forward to doing even more exploring 
in the City of London, with local residents and groups.

We also look forward to extending our activities to the Jetty 
in Fulham during the following year. This wonderful, glass 
building has a green roof, a wild flower meadow and many 
sustainable features. We look forward to welcoming school 
groups and the local community on board.

Hilda McCafferty, Chair



Our Work in Numbers
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4,049 learning experiences, working with children, young people and 
adults over a range of sixteen different projects. 

Participants

Active Local Learning 970
City of London 389
Children’s Parliament 402
Teacher and Adult Training 65
Earls Court 361
EC Community 256
Energy Champions 61
Events 118
Local studies 741
Mudlarks 52
Nature Discovery 180
Oaklands Project 47
Queen Caroline Drama Project 30
School Travel Project 275
Wandsworth Riverside Trails 46
Natural Explorers 56

Active Local Learning 16
City of London 1
Children’s Parliament 10
Earls Court 5
Energy Champions 1
Healthy Living 1
Local Studies 13
Mudlarks 1
Oaklands 1
Queen Caroline 1
School Travel Project 10
Wandsworth Riverside 1 
Natural Explorers 7
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Active Local Learning 
Children and young people in Hammersmith 
and Fulham schools enjoyed learning about 
the local environment, exploring nature and 
discovering how to keep fit and healthy.

“Great hands-on learning in a nearby 
location that they can re-visit with their 
families.” 
Year 4 teacher, St. Augustine’s RC Primary School

School Travel
We promoted active travel with ten primary 
schools in Hammersmith and Fulham, aiming 
to reduce pollution from cars and involving 
children in their school’s travel plan. 

“I enjoyed it when we went to meet the 
experts and found out more about air 
pollution.” 
Year 5 student, Normand Croft Y5

Children’s Parliament on the 
Environment
Year 6 children from ten primary schools in Hammersmith and 
Fulham and Kensington and Chelsea researched a wide range 
of topics of importance to their own school. They showcased 
their work during a special event in Hammersmith Town Hall, 
attended by an audience of their peers and invited adult guests.

“The Urbanwise team was really well organized and 
had put lots of research into each session which helped 
the children’s enjoyment.”
Teacher, Park Walk Primary School

Continual Professional Development
We delivered training for Newly Qualified Teachers in Local 
and Outdoor Learning for the Education Service, also for the 
staff team at Old Oak Primary School, near Wormwood Scrubs. 
We also organised a geography CPD for local teachers  and 
continued to lead the Geography and History Good Practice 
Network.

“Really enjoyed the cross-curricular value of outdoor 
learning. Great ideas for resources and opportunity for 
discussion.” 
NQT teacher

Annual Projects Special Projects

Children’s Parliament

Earls Court
This year’s 5 school groups focussed on the importance of 
homes, housing and asked the question “what makes a great 
neighbourhood?”

“I liked walking around our streets and spotting all the 
different materials and houses.”
Year 1 student, Fulham Primary School

Queen Caroline History Project
Year 5, St. Paul’s Primary School researched Georgian 
Hammersmith and in particular the life of Queen Caroline 
of Brunswick, wife of George IV, a popular character with 
Londoners at the time, who briefly lived in Hammersmith at 
Brandenburg House, near the river. The children celebrated her 
250th birthday by creating their own ‘Horrible Histories’ style 
drama for local residents and parents at Queen Caroline Estate.

“I loved getting to know about Queen Caroline and the 
performance was great! What an exciting opportunity 
we had!” 
Year 5 teacher



City of London Walk

City of London Culture and Green Spaces 
Projects
West London residents and local primary school children 
enjoyed wandering through the City of London, learning about 
its history and culture. Places visited include The Monument, 
The Museum of London, Postman Park, St. Paul’s Cathedral, St. 
Brides Church, Guildhall Art Gallery, Leadenhall Market, The 
Mithras exhibition and the Tower of London. We also ventured 
further afield to the green spaces run by The City of London and 
tried some fun activities including swimming in the ponds of 
Hampstead Heath, pitch and put in Queens Park and woodland 
walking in Highgate Woods.  

“It makes a world of difference to go places with a 
supportive group. The lady from Urbanwise was also 
very nice and informative. I enjoyed the views from the 
building and to sit and have lunch in a group too!” 
Abbey Centre user, Sky Garden visit.

Natural Explorers 
This year we worked with West London Zone on a project to 
connect children with their local greenspaces and nature, aiming 
to improve their social skills and their future achievements in the 
classroom. We worked with groups of children from 5 primary 
schools and nurseries in north Kensington, Hammersmith and 
White City area.

Nature Discovery Days Out
Families from North Kensington participated in visits to places 
of interest such as Whipsnade Zoo, Odds Farm Park, The London 
Wetland Centre, The Science Museum, The Natural History 
Museum and Kew Gardens to relax, play together and discover 
local wildlife. 

“Just want to thank you for these wonderful trips which 
are not only beneficial for my child but for me too. 
These trips have not only giving me the opportunity to 
spend and share some quality time with my daughter 
but also the chance to discover or revisit places that 
have changed so much. This made me realise that we 
hardly get out of our area nowadays and I forgot how 
beautiful and rich our city is. So thank you so much for 
these beautiful adventures.”  
Parent, North Kensington

Earls Court Community Project
St. Andrews Youth Club joined us for some memorable days out 
including visiting London Wetland Centre for nature watching, 
Phoenix School Farm for crafts and healthy eating and  Holland 
Park Ecology Centre for pond dipping In the winter they joined 
in a ‘tinkering and making’ workshop and made some festive 
Christmas cards helped by a local artist.

The West Kensington Seniors explored the Regents Canal 
and Camden Market by barge, took a River Thames boat trip 
to Greenwich, visited The Wallace Collection to admire the 
paintings and enjoyed the wonderful interiors of Kenwood 
House . In the winter they explored creativity in a block printing 
workshop, got up to speed with current technology and made 
some festive winter wreaths.

“Living in London it can often feel like a concrete jungle 
through Urbanwise we have seen many of our children 
have stepped out of their comfort zone and looked at 
nature in greater depth and detail!“
St. Andrew’s Youth Club Leader

Oaklands Project
Supported by Genesis Housing and QPR in the Community, 
we worked with Old Oak Primary school Year 6 on a project to 
discover all about the changes taking place in their local area, 
as well as looking at the history of Wormwood Scrubs. The 
project culminated with the burial of a time capsule, containing 
items that show what life is like for today’s children at the new 
Oaklands housing development, not far from school.

Moya O’Hara,  Director



About 
Urbanwise.London
Urbanwise.London is a voluntary organisation which was established in 
1983 as Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre.

Urbanwise.London’s aims are to :

• Promote active outdoor learning in the local area

• Help young people communicate their views and ideas on 
environmental issues which concern them

• Bring together young people, teachers and expert professionals to 
examine issues around environmental change. 

The Centre’s small team has extensive teaching experience with children, 
young people and adults. They are experienced in designing and developing 
learning materials relating to the local area for all age groups. Teacher 
training is also delivered to local teachers and environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes are delivered for groups from 5 - 18 
years. We follow the National Curriculum with the local area as a focus, 
encompassing aspects of history, geography, science and citizenship. We 
support a creative curriculum by offering memorable experiences outside of 
the classroom and emphasise active learning grounded in young people’s 
experience and perspective. 

Urbanwise.London additionally offers educational workshops and walks to 
families, adults and work teams.

 

Events 
We also participated in some lively family 
and school events throughout the year. 

Queen Caroline Performance 

Wellbeing Day in Normand Park

World Car Free Day in Lyric Square 

Clean Air Day at Portobello Green

Pond dipping at Holland Park Ecology Centre



Travel, Training & Sundries

Printing, Stationary & IT

Governance Costs

Professional and Accountancy

Premises Costs

Project Materials and Expenses

Freelance Staff

Salary and Pension Costs

Finance
This year our income was £122,465 and our total expenditure was 
£114,891, leaving us with a surplus of £7,574.

Many thanks to our funders this year: The London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, The Royal 
Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, Capco, Big Lottery, Heritage Lottery Fund, The City of London, 
London Community Foundations, West London Zone,  Hammersmith United Charities, Genesis 
Oaklands Ltd and QPR, Westway Trust and local schools.

Mary-Lou Wedderburn, Treasurer

Earls Court Project

Education Fees

Children's Parliament 

Natural Learners Project 

Local Active Learning

Nature Discovery Project 

Schools and Community Projects

Earls Court Project

School Travel

School Travel £20,950 (LBHF)

Earls Court Project £20,100 (C&C Management Services)

Schools and Community Projects £23,885 

Nature Discovery Project £12,200 (Big Lottery)

Local Active Learning £11,612 (LBHF)

Natural Learners Project £9,345 (West London Zone)

Children’s Parliament £8,920 (£4,460 RBKC & £4,460 LBHF)

Education Fees £8,175 (Schools)

Earls Court Project £7,278 (London Community Foundation)

Salary and Pension Costs £74,354

Freelance Staff £13,482

Project Materials and Expenses £8,710

Premises Costs £8,000

Professional and Accountancy  £3,553

Governance Costs £3,009

Printing, Stationary & IT £2,365

Travel, Training & Sundries £1,418

Expenditure
£114,891

Income
£122,465



Staff
Moya O’Hara (Director)
Carlos Izsak (Education Officer)
Jo Macmenamin (Education Officer)
Vanessa Hodder (Freelance Educator)
Milena Cemerikic (Freelance Educator)
Deb Culmer (Freelance Educator)

Sara Butler (Book Keeper)

Board of Trustees
Hilda McCafferty (Chair)
Cathryn Maund (Vice-chair)
Mary-Louise Wedderburn (Treasurer)
Chloe Kennedy
Mike Lachowicz
Alex Morgan 
Louanne Tranchell
Jan Parnell (retired 2nd October)
Andrew Pendleton

Jenny Stark

Volunteers
Ben Hebbert 
Morena Malshi 
Mehreen Matin 
Jessica West 
Qian Xu
Liz Hyman
Emmanuel Simon

Urbanwise.London  
Limited

The Lilla Huset

191 Talgarth Road

London W6 8BJ

tel 020 8741 7138

email learn@urbanwise.london

website www.urbanwise.london

Registered Company No. 1762007

Registered Charity No. 288102
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