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Chair’s Report
This year saw the completion of The Tri-borough Outdoor Learning Project, supported 
by John Lyon’s Charity. This significant project enabled us to engage with schools in 
the Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea and the City of Westminster and to 
develop a new Outdoor Learning Programme in these areas. As a result, we have 
made some firm and lasting connections with new schools and also discovered some 
wonderful locations for outdoor learning.

The Tales of the Thames Path project, supported by Heritage Lottery Fund also 
came to an end this year. The project involved eight primary school classes, 
from locations near to the River Thames, exploring the local riverside heritage. 
We enjoyed working with a number of partner organisations, including Chelsea 
Physic Garden, Fulham Palace, The William Morris Society, Fulham FC, Brompton 
Cemetery, Thames Explorer Trust and Epic CIC. The project culminated in the 
creation of a Children’s Guide to the Thames Path and a short film celebrating 
twenty years of this amazing national trail.

Over the past few years we have been involved in engaging schools and local 
people with The Jetty at Fulham Riverside, which boasts a green roofed building, 
a wildlife meadow and incredible views of the River Thames. In years to come, this 
will become a valuable education centre for local schools and the community. This 
year we continued our consultation by holding a Teacher Networking Event at the 
Jetty, where we explored people’s ideas 
on how this fantastic building can best 
be used for education and the local 
community. 

This year was a specially momentous 
one for us. After thirty four years as 
Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies 
Centre, the Board of Trustees and our 
members agreed to change our name 
to Urbanwise.London and to extend our 
remit to enable working across London. 
This change was in response to the 
increased demand for our services over 
a wider geographical area. We marked 
our name change with a lively social 
gathering for members and friends at the 
beautiful Ravenscourt Park Greenhouses. 
We were particularly pleased to welcome 
back previous directors Lynne Dixon and 
Sue Ingham to help us celebrate this 
occasion.

I would like to thank the Board of 
Trustees for their commitment and 
support, the staff for their consistent 
hard work and all those who have 
helped us this year either by volunteering 
their time or with financial support 
throughout the year.

Hilda McCafferty, Chair



Our Work in Numbers
Number of schools learning with the Urban Studies Centre Breakdown by project 

LBHF Local Active Learning 

Non-LBHF/Independent Schools 

Tri-Borough Outdoor Learning 

School Travel Projects 

Children's Parliament 

 Tales of the Thames Path 
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Children's Choice 
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Number of participants learning with the Urban Studies Centre 2016-2017 

LBHF Local Active Learning 

Non-LBHF/Independent Schools 

Tri-Borough Outdoor Learning 

School Travel Projects 

Children's Parliament 

Tales of the Thames Path 

Earls Court 

Children's Choice 

Adult / Family Events 

Teacher and Adult Training 

985

158

927388

319

336

281

105

212
160

3,879 learning experiences, working with children, young people and 
adults over a range of nine different projects. 

Schools

Participants



Active Local Learning 
Children and young people in nineteen 
Hammersmith and Fulham schools enjoyed 
learning about the local environment, exploring 
nature and discovering how to keep fit and 
healthy.

“The thing I liked most about today was 
when I caught the eels.” 

Year 5 student, Addison Primary School 
(Foreshore Explorer)

School Travel
We promoted active travel with fourteen 
schools in Hammersmith and Fulham, aiming 
to reduce pollution from cars and involving 
children in their school’s travel plan.

 “It’s fun and we learn a lot rather than 
just staying in class.” 

Year 4 student, St. Thomas of Canterbury RC 
Primary School

Children’s Choice Conference
One hundred and five children from Kensington 
and Chelsea, Hammersmith and Fulham 

and Westminster gathered together in Kensington Town Hall for a day of lively workshops and 
discussions on the theme of Health. We worked in partnership with Epic CIC on this project.

“Amazing, because you use lots of energy and it helps you to keep fit.” 
Year 5 student, Melcombe Primary School (Parkour workshop)

Children’s Parliament on the Environment
Year 6 children from ten primary schools in Hammersmith and Fulham and Kensington and 
Chelsea researched a wide range of environmental topics of importance to their own school. They 
showcased their work during a special event in Hammersmith Town Hall, attended by an audience 
of their peers and invited adult guests.

“We’ve loved it a second year running. Thank you!” 

Year 6 teacher, Ashburnham Primary School

Continuing Professional Development
We delivered training for NQTs in Local and Outdoor Learning within the Tri-borough Education 
Service, also for staff teams at St. Edward’s Catholic primary school and Melcombe Primary school. 
We co-led secondary teacher training with Holland Park Ecology Service in Outdoor Science and 
Geography. We delivered Outdoor Learning in the Local Environment training for PGCE science 
students from Kings College London in Ravenscourt Park. We also delivered a training session at 
the Thames Path in Hammersmith for LEEF (London Environmental Education Forum).

“Some really practical and fun ideas to take away and try out with the class.” 

NQT teacher

Annual Projects

Children’s Parliament



Special Projects

Tales of the Thames Path

Tri-borough Outdoor Learning
During the project we worked with some new schools in Kensington 
and Chelsea and Westminster and explored new venues for outdoor 
learning along the Regents Canal and Regents Park. We also held 
two successful outdoor learning days with Gateway Primary school 
at Church street Market. The project finished at the end of the 
year.

“The children loved exploring the area through all the 
different projects. They were all really well organised 
and delivered.” 
Year 6 Teacher, Westminster Cathedral Primary School

Tales of the Thames Path
Local primary school children discovered heritage and 
stories all along the riverside from Hammersmith to 
Chelsea, celebrating 20 years of the Thames Path. The 
project culminated this year with the creation of a 
children’s film and brochure.

“Year 5 watched their film today and were very 
proud of their joint creation, what a great thing 
to have been part of!” 
Year 5 Teacher, Christ Church Primary School

Earls Court
This year focused on local area discovery for schools in the Earls 
Court area. Each school group investigated 
their own part of Earls 
Court, looking at its 
history, green spaces 
and current changes in 
the built environment. 
The children and young 
people contributed their 
pictures and writing 
towards a new Earls Court 
Discovery brochure. 

“I told my parents Earls 
Court station used to be 
a farm. They were really 
surprised!” 
Y5 student, Bousfield Primary 
School

Tri-borough 0utdoor Learning Project



About 
Urbanwise.London
Urbanwise.London is a voluntary organisation which was established in 
1983 as Hammersmith and Fulham Urban Studies Centre.

Urbanwise.London’s aims are to :

•	 Promote active outdoor learning in the local area

•	 Help young people communicate their views and ideas on 
environmental issues which concern them

•	 Bring together young people, teachers and expert professionals to 
examine issues around environmental change. 

The Centre’s small team has extensive teaching experience with children, 
young people and adults. They are experienced in designing and developing 
learning materials relating to the local area for all age groups. Teacher 
training is also delivered to local teachers and environmental educators.

Both formal and informal programmes are delivered for groups from 5 - 18 
years. We follow the National Curriculum with the local area as a focus, 
encompassing aspects of history, geography, science and citizenship. We 
support a creative curriculum by offering memorable experiences outside of 
the classroom and emphasise active learning grounded in young people’s 
experience and perspective. 

Urbanwise.London additionally offers educational workshops and walks to 
families, adults and work teams.

 

Events 
We also participated in some lively family 
and school events throughout the year. 

White City Green Transport Day

White City Green Transport Day

Brompton Cemetery Bioblitz

Tales of the Thames Path Walks

Chelsea Physic Garden Training Day



Salaries (£91,972) 

Project Matierals and Expenses (£10,522) 

Premises Costs (£9,039) 

Printing, Stationery, Communications & Computers (£4,800) 

Professionals & Accounting (£4,527) 

Freelance Staff (£4,312) 

Governance Costs (£3,648) 

Travel, Confrences, Training & Sundries (£1,469) 

Finance
This year our income was £125,318 and our total expenditure was 
£122,789*, leaving us with a surplus of £2,529.

*after service charge release of £7,500

Many thanks to our funders this year: The London Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham, The 
Royal Borough of Kensington and Chelsea, John Lyon’s Charity, Heritage Lottery Fund, Capco and 
local schools and colleges.

Mary-Lou Wedderburn - Treasurer

School Travel Project £28,942 (LBHF)

Tales of the Thames Path £25,484 (Heritage Lottery Fund)

Tri-Borough Outdoor Learning £25,000 (John Lyon's Charity)

Earls Court Project £13,600 (C&C Management Services)

Local Active Learning £11,612 (LBHF Grant)

Children's Parliament £8,000  (£4,000 LBHF + £4,000 RBKC)

Education Fees & Other income £5,615 (Schools)

Urbanwise on the Move £4,000 (LBHF Fast Track Grant)

School’s Growing Project £3,040 (RBKC)

Bank Interest £25

Income
£125,318

Expenditure
£122,789



Staff
Moya O’Hara (Director)

Emily Munn (Education Officer)

Carlos Izsak (Education Officer)

Jo MacMenamin (Education Officer)

Sara Butler (Book keeper)

Board of Trustees
Hilda McCafferty - Chair

Cathryn Maund -Vice Chair

Mary-Lou Wedderburn - Treasurer 

Jill Carey

Alex Morgan 

Louanne Tranchell

Jenny Stark

Andrew Pendleton
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